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“Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place.” 

C o u r a g e   

Dear Friends of Girl 
Scouting,

Girl Scouts - Irish 
Hills Council and Girl 

Scouts of the USA’s 
mission:  Girl Scouting 

builds girls of courage, 
confidence, and character, who 
make the world a better place.   

Every girl needs opportunities 
to develop courage.  She needs 
to step out of her comfort zone 
and experience new things 
in order to grow, learn 
new skills, make new 
friends, 
and 

Thank you for being a strong 
positive role model for the girls 
of Irish Hills.  I appreciate your 
willingness to be a part of each 
girl’s growth in courage.

Yours in Girl Scouting,

Jean Ann Hughes, CEO  
Girl Scouts - Irish Hills Council

realize her full 
potential.  This 
growth will allow 
her to increase her 
understanding and 
respect of others as 
she develops her own 
set of values and a 
broader appreciation 
of the importance 
of service to her 
community.
 
Girl Scouting 

encourages every girl to do 
what she thinks is right.  We 
challenge girls to be daring 

and brave with carefully 
planned activities that 

become progressively 
more challenging 
at each level of 
scouting.  Through 
the Girl Scout 
program, girls work 
with their peers and 
adults to develop 
into strong and 
courageous females.  
Girl Scouting is a 
safe place to try, and 
if not successful the 
first time, to try again.

Photo left:  See  
comments in  
“Roses” page 3. 



About Us 
A Letter from the  
President
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Towers Newsletter 
Published quarterly by  
Girl Scouts- Irish Hills Council
Editor: Maggie LaNoue
Communications Director

Council Holiday Closings

The Council Service Center and  
COTH will be closed:  Feb. 20th 
for President’s Day

The Shamrock Shop 
and COTH Trading 
Post will be closed for 
inventory:      
April 1-7, 2006.

As we move forward

As you have read 
in previous Towers 
articles or heard 
during community 

meetings, we are 
continuing to address national 
council realignment.  The Irish 
Hills Council is involved with the 
nationwide effort to expand the 
capacity of councils to deliver 
exceptional programs for girls.  
Our state councils have met, 
discussed, and presented merger 
recommendations to GSUSA.

At the end of February, Jean 
Ann Hughes and I will meet 
with members of GSUSA, 
representatives from councils 
across the country, and national 
experts, to discuss how best to 
merge councils and better serve 
girls and volunteers.  It is during 
this meeting that we will receive 
final confirmation of council 
realignment.  

We will provide you with that 
information in our next issue of 
Towers.

Kate Keersmaekers
Chairman of the Board

Staff   EXT. Position
Jean Ann Hughes 35 Chief Executive Officer 
Laurie Skrzynski 24 Director of Membership Services
Lynn Burkett  21 Program Manager
Denise McNett  30 Membership Manager - Len/Hills
Bonnie Bartlett  27 Membership  Manager - Jackson 
Relda Cobb  29 Program Specialist
Kim Clemons  22 Accountant
Priscilla Smith  26 Executive Assistant
Davi Trusty  33 Customer Specialist
Deserre Sauers    Camp O’ the Hills Project Manager
Bryan Sauers     Camp O’ the Hills Site Manager

Meeting with Staff -  In order for staff to meet membership needs they are  
often out in the field. If you would like to meet with a specific staff member, 
please call and make an appointment before stopping in.

 
4403 Francis Street
Jackson, MI  49203
517-784-8543 / 800-322-1209 
Fax 517-784-9553  
Office Hours • Monday through 
Friday • 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Visit our web site:   
www.girlscoutsihc.org
 
Email addresses for staff are 
posted on our web site. “It takes courage to travel to new places.”



Roses To…
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There’s nothing like 
a good Pajama Party!  
You get to sit in your PJ’s and 
house shoes, hug your favorite 
stuffed animal, enjoy wonderful 
treats and read stories that linger 
for a lifetime.  Our Pajama Party, 
taking place on 
Saturday, March 
25th, 4 to 8pm 
at the Somerset 
Township Hall, 
is the perfect 
way to meet 
new friends 
and spend time 
talking and 
sharing ideas.  This will be an 
evening of smiles and laughter 
-- just having good fun.  We want 
you to encourage the girls to 
come and bring their friends for 
a time to remember.  

Sometimes, we have to spend 
hours dressing up and trying to 
look just right.  Here, you can let 
your hair down and just be you.  
Remember, it takes courage to 
become the real you.  This is a 
golden opportunity your girls will 
not want to miss! 

 

You will begin to notice that 
not everyone sees things the 
same way.  Valuing unique 
differences is vital to social growth 
and development.  Actually, it 
represents diversity in its many 
ways.  Everyone fits in at Pajama 
Parties because the guards are 
down and there is freedom to be 
yourself.  

 

 
We will 
encourage 
the girls to use 
their imagination 
and take time to get 
to know each other’s 
favorite food, hobby or 
skill.  Who knows, these 
connections may last a lifetime!

Taking the time to meet new 
people and getting to know 
them is priceless.  You can 
learn so many things from 
listening and sharing. 

Courage to Be You …

Left: The Girl 
Scout float 

in the Brooklyn 
Christmas parade 

won first place again 
this year.  The float was 

designed by Brian and Des 
Sauers of COTH fame.

  “It takes 
courage 

to trust 
people.”

Lauren Fournier, who received a 
$300 Jackson United Way Holiday 
Youth Grant for her work at the 
Jackson Interfaith Shelter.  This is 
especially noteworthy since the 
United Way thought her project 
was so good, they gave her $100 
more than she asked for!

Girl Scout Troop 215 from 
Napoleon for frosting cookies 
with the residents of the Brooklyn 
Living Center before Christmas.

Amelia Schooler, for her 
acceptance into STUDIO2B 

destinations, 
Great Lakes 

Aquatic 
Biology II.



A new policy was adopted by the 
Board of Directors in June of 2005 
to define the accounting practices 
and procedures that are intended 
to ensure timely collections of bad 
debt including delinquent product 
sales for Girl Scouts – Irish Hills 
Council. 

The Council will strive to 
retrieve all bad debt.  Presently, 
outstanding collections from 
product sales (cookie and nut 
sales) are about 1% of the total 
sale.  That 1% equals over $4000 
to the budget.
 
The following are the procedures 
for bad debt collection:
 
If a troop cannot collect money 
but has delivered the product, it 
must turn in a T-12 (Outstanding 
Money Report) form to the 
Council.
 
1. The Council Product Sales 
Coordinator will send a letter 
to the individual owing money 
within one (1) week following the 
due date, which includes a request 
for payment in full within two (2) 
weeks.
 
2.  If there is no response after the 

two (2) weeks and the amount 
is $100 or less, a letter will be 
sent from the Accountant which 
includes a demand for immediate 
payment, and if not received 
then further legal action will be 
pursued.  

 3.  If the amount is over $100.00, 
the bad debt documentation will 
be sent to the Council lawyer to 
send a letter.
 
4.  If payment is not received:        
a)  If the amount owed is less 

than $250.00, the case will be 
turned over to the Credit Bureau 
for collections.  (This will be 
carried on the books as a liability 
until management determines 
that it should be written off as 
uncollectible.)

b) If the amount owed is between 
$250.00 and $3000.00, the case 
will be pursued in small claims 
court.

i) If there is a judgment in the 
Council’s favor but no money 
is received, garnishment will 
be pursued.
ii) If the bad debt is deemed 
uncollectible the case will be 
turned over to corporate legal 
counsel.

 

Membership Report

What’s in a number or two?  
When it comes to membership, 
numbers are vital.  They mean we 
are offering the kind of excellent 
programs that attract both 
girls and adults so that we can 
reach the girls we want to serve.  
Numbers are also important when 
we apply for grants and renew 
our charter.  Below you will see 
the communities that have met or 
exceeded their membership goals.

Adult Goals:  South, Central, 
Vandercook Lake, Camden/ 
Reading, Addison, Clinton, and 
Onsted

Girl Goals:  Morenci

To all of our Communities:  Keep 
up the good work; some of you are 
sooooooo close!

Cookie and Nut Money is Important
c)  If the amount owed is $3000.00 
or more, the case will be turned 
over to the prosecutor’s office 
and appropriate measures will be 
taken.
 
If the individual is a volunteer 
and step three takes place, that 
individual will not be able to 
handle any Girl Scout money.  If 
the individual is a volunteer and 
step four occurs, that individual 
will be dismissed from their 
volunteer position and not 
reappointed.

What’s in a number or two? 
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Youth Involvement
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Thinking Day  
 February 22nd

In addition to celebrating the 
birthday of George Washington, 
Girl Scouts have added a reason 
for observing February 22nd as 
an important date.  It is also the 
birthday of both the Founder of 
Scouting, Lord Baden-Powell, and 
of Lady Baden-Powel, Chief Guide 
to the Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.  

Thinking Day, as it is now known, 
has been set aside as a day for 
remembering our sister Guides and 
Scouts all over the world, learning 
more about them, writing to them, 
and rejoicing in our common 
heritage.  The idea for Thinking Day 
was first suggested at the Fourth 
World Conference held in the USA 
at the newly opened Camp Edith 
Macy in 1926.  The suggestion 
came from a French delegate 

who envisioned an International 
“Thinking Day” each year, when 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts all over 
the world would think of each other 
in terms of love and friendship.  

In 1927, Thinking Day was first 
celebrated on February 22nd, the 
joint birthdays of Lord and Lady 
Baden-Powell.  At the Seventh 
World Conference held in Poland 
in l932, a Belgian delegate put 
forward the practical suggestion 
that on Thinking Day, each Girl 
Guide and Girl Scout throughout 
the world would contribute a 
sum of money toward the World 
Association funds to promote 
Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting.  This 
suggestion was accepted by the 
World Conference.  The next year 
the first donations to Thinking Day 
Fund were received.  Part of our 
Juliette Low World Friendship Fund 
goes to the Thinking Day Fund.

Book Fair

Congratulations to our Scholastic 
Book Fair prize drawing winners:
Tonya Couture; Jeff Sabota; 
Emily Sandoval; Phyllis Schooler; 
Bonnie Bartlett; and Rebekah 
Skrzynski

Girl Scout Communities put on 
special events each year around 
February 22nd, learning about other 
Girl Scouts and their customs.  
This is also when Girl Scouts can 
receive their World Pin which is 
worn above their Daisy, Brownie 
or Girl Scout Pin.  There is a 
special ceremony that teaches the 
meaning of the symbols on the pin.  
Leaders can find this ceremony in 
the Ceremonies book or Community 
Coordinators can call Bonnie and 
set up a Ceremonies on the Go 
Training for their community.

Photo Left: “It takes courage 
to meet new people.” Lenawee 
County Girl Scouts presented Vil-
lage President Jae Guetschow of 
Blilssfield with the first honorary 
box of cookies of the season.

Girl Recognition Awards Event

Sunday, May 7, 2006, 2 pm 
at the Michigan Theater in 
Jackson the first Girl Scouts 
- Irish Hills Council All-Girl 
Recognition Event will take place.  
We will be presenting Gold, Silver 
and Bronze Awards at this unique 
ceremony.  This will be a free 
family event, so come celebrate 
all the hard work our girls 
have done and cheer for their 
accomplishments.  Call Bonnie 
Bartlett for more details.



Events  
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Upcoming Program 
Events

Leaders, have your girls invite 
their friends to participate in 
these events.  This is a great way 
to encourage new members!  Non 
Girl Scouts can send in an event 
registration form alone or you 
can include them with your troop 
form.  If you have any questions, 
please call Davi Trusty at the 
Service Center.

Time Travelers:  Camp is going 
back in time.  Play games and do 
crafts from years past.  Join us on 
Saturday, February 25th at Camp 
O’ the Hills from 5 to 8pm.  This 
is a free event for girls ages 11 
through 17.

Mardi Mall:  Celebrate Mardi 
Gras at the Mall!  Dress up for a 
costume contest, make a mask, 
and attend the Mardi Gras Ball.  If 
you were born to shop, don’t miss 
out on this opportunity to shop 
‘til you drop.  Join us at Westwood 
Mall on Saturday, March 11th 
at 10pm and stay until Sunday 
morning, 4am.  This event is open 
to girls grades 4 and up.  The cost 
is $10 per girl/adult.

Leaders:  please note that there is 
a mandatory meeting on February 
16th, 7pm at the council Service 
Center.  Registration packets will 
be distributed at that time.  An 
adult from each troop that will 
be attending the event must be 
present!

Michael’s Teen Event:  Girls ages 
11-17, bring some mementos 
to make your own shadow box, 
create cool cards, and learn how 
to bead.  The GSIHC Service Center 
will host a representative from 
Michael’s on Saturday, March 18th 
from 9am until noon.  Cost for the 
event is $13 per girl and includes 
supplies.

Pajama Party:  Wear your PJ’s, 
bring your favorite stuffed animal, 
and let the fun begin.  Games, 
crafts, and snacks are just a few of 
the things planned.  Kindergarten 
girls can join us on Saturday, 
March 25th from 4 to 8pm at the 
Somerset Township Hall, $7 per 
girl and $2 per adult.

Try-It Mania:  On Saturday, April 1st 
at Kids n’ Stuff from 10am to 2pm, 
Girl Scouts in grades 1 through 3 
will have the opportunity to do 
a variety of activities including 
a scavenger hunt. They can also 
earn an entire Try-It (Earth & 
Sky, Science in Action, Science 
Wonders, or Senses) or complete 
some requirements for one 

already started.  
The cost is $10 per girl.

COSI Camp-In:  2006 COSI 
Campers will have all night to 
explore science and discover 
fun, COSI style!  Participants will 
investigate COSI exhibits, be 
part of a Crime Scene Science 
workshop, and experience a 3D 
laser show.  This event, for girls 
grades 3 to 6, begins on Friday, 
April 7th at 5:30pm and ends 
Saturday at 11:30am at COSI in 
Toledo.  Cost per girl is $35.

Colors and Shapes Try-It 
Workshop:  Earn the Colors and 
Shapes Try-It while working on fun 
projects with a Michael’s expert 
at the Service Center on Saturday, 
April 8th from 10am until noon.  
Open to girls in grades 1 through 
3 and the cost is $10.

Art in 3-D Workshop:  Girls in 
grades 3 to 6 can earn the Art in 
3D Badge while working on fun 
art projects with Michael’s at the 
Service Center on Saturday, April 
8th from 1 to 3pm.  Cost is $10 per 
girl.

Ropes and Towers:  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to challenge yourself!  
You will scale Goliath, the climbing 
wall, test your skills 40 feet in the 
air on the high ropes, and zoom 
to the ground on a zip line.  Learn 
team building skills and brush up 
on your archery.  Ropes and Towers 
takes place at the Kimball Camp 
Nature Center on Saturday, April 
29th from 9am to 4pm and is open 
to girls grades 4 and up.  The cost 
is $35 per girl/adult.



Camilyah was a Brownie in her 
hometown of Inkster, Michigan.  
She is creative and enjoys 
working with youth.  Camilyah has 
resided in Adrian, Michigan, for 
the last three years. She received 
her Bachelors in General Studies 
from the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor; Masters in Educational 
Leadership from Eastern Michigan 
University; and her Specialist 
Degree in Educational Leadership 
from Siena Heights University.

Camilyah is a fun and loving 
person with heart for the 
community.  

Her original, guiding quote is, 

“Don’t just 
make a 
difference. 
Be the 
difference.”

She is 
committed 
to service 

as evidenced by her leadership 
as the Community Co-Chair of the 
Lenawee County Martin Luther 
King Day Breakfast, Secretary 
of the Lenawee County NAACP, 
a Zonta member and more.  
Camilyah also finds time to work 
as a Mary Kay Senior Consultant.

She is the founder of 
Millio’s Youth Outreach and 
Motivational Services, a non-
profit organization, and Millio’s 
Consulting Services, LLC, which 
focuses on grant writing.  

Make arrangements with shop 
owners for times to hold your 
booth.

Arrive and depart promptly and 
stay for the entire shop time.

Two registered adults MUST be 
present with girls during shop 
hours for insurance purposes and 
the safe collection of the money.  

“Tagalongs” should not be 
brought to booth sales.  No eating 
allowed.  Girls need to stay at the 
cookie location, not wandering 
around the facility.  Remember, 
girls are representing Girl Scouts 
in the community.  We would like 
to continue our partnership with 
the booth locations and be asked 
back.

This is a GIRL sale program.  Girls 
should wear uniforms, Girl Scout 
T-shirts, or the Girl Scout pin on 
neat and appropriate clothing.  
Girls need to thank the customer 
regardless of whether or not they 
make a purchase.  

No girls are permitted in booth 
sales during school hours on 
school days.  Sales are restricted to 
weekends, weekdays after school 
only, and official “no school” days. 

Have $20 to $40 in small bills and 
change when the booth sale is 
opened to make change.  Keep 
money in a covered box.

Keep the booth sale area well 
organized with surplus cases 

neatly stacked.  Display all eight 
varieties; remove the box when a 
variety is sold out.

Have an assortment of cookies 
on hand, particularly the most 
popular varieties, and be familiar 
with the correct names. 

Displays draw the customers’ 
attention!  Use posters and troop 
goal charts.  Make additional 
posters or a collage showing 
what the girls plan to do with the 
proceeds earned.  Have the girls 
know what their goals are and 
how to explain them.

Keep in mind, you are marketing 
Girl Scouting as well as cookies.  

Troops are encouraged to send 
a “Thank You” to the booth sale 
location manager.  

Do not cancel a booth sale after 
arrangements have been made 
unless you notify both Council and 
the booth sale location.  

Many times the question is asked, 
“Where does the cookie money 
go?”  Each box is broken down as 
follows:  cost of cookies, 84¢; troop 
profit, 45¢; cookie credit, 11¢; girl 
incentives, 4¢; community profit, 
1¢; and Council proceeds, $2.05.  
80% of the Council proceeds 
is designated for program 
development, resident camp, and 
scholarships.  

Cookie Booth Sale  
“101”

Camilyah Johnson,
Lenawee County 

Program Specialist

Basic Wisdom

“Don’t just make a difference. Be the difference.”

7Towers Newsletter - “Courage” 



Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage

PAID 
Permit No. 461 

Jackson, MI 4403 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI  49203
517-784-8543 / 800-322-1209 

Girl Scouts - Irish Hills Council
Celebrity Luncheon

The Girl Scouts - Irish Hills Council 
7th Annual Celebrity Luncheon will 
take place on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2006, at the Outback 
Steakhouse  in Jackson.  The 
first seating is at 11:30am.

Each year, a sellout crowd 
enjoys a terrific lunch served 
by local celebrities who 
compete with each other to 
raise money for our council.  

Without naming names (to 
protect the guilty) a few examples of their 
zany antics include the lovely lady who 

got paid to stop singing, the officer who 
arrested diners and wouldn’t release 

them until they made bail, the 
executive who offered her services 

as a back-scratcher, and the 
businessman who removed all 
the silverware from the tables 
only to sell it back to his guests!

There are always a few 
surprises so don’t miss out.  

We only have 200 tickets to sell 
this year and the price is still $15 

so call 517.784.8543, extension 26, 
to reserve your seat now.

                                              


